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NATIONAL STRATEGY 

FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 2013-2015

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Integrated planning – refers to planning of the activities involving simultaneous development of the economic, social or environmental fields and avoiding action in favour of one and to the detriment of the other. Integration (of the vision, objectives, and strategies) is a principle underlying sustainable development. It avoids consumption-based economy and irrational use of natural resources as if those were unlimited, while economic development bringing partial benefits and creating tension in the society through emergence of economic and social disparities. Integrated planning is focused on areas, where development fields overlap so that decisions made in one field consider the requirements of the other two as well, having a positive impact on those or at least not affecting their development.

Participatory planning – a process designed to address an issue or an opportunity in order to solve and take advantage of it by means of cooperative efforts of key stakeholders.
Territorial cohesion – an expression of balanced, coherent and harmonious development under the aspect of economic and social activities, resources, accessibility, environmental quality, fair living and working standards for all the citizens regardless where they are.

Deprivation index for small areas – is a complex weighed indicator integrating administrative data from localities with regard to seven aspects: household income, economic capacity, demographic structure, health care, education, living conditions and geographical placement.

Cluster – geographical concentration of territories, localities, services, or other activities carried out in various inter-connected fields established between the institutions associated in a certain field. 

INTRODUCTION
The National Strategy for Regional Development 2013-2015 (hereinafter – Strategy) is the main strategic planning document of the regional development policy. This document outlines the prospects of regional development in the Republic of Moldova, as well as defines instruments and mechanisms to accomplish strategic objectives. At the same time, the Strategy is a logical continuation of the National Strategy for Regional Development approved by the Government’s Decision No.158 dated 4 March 2010 and implemented within 2010-2012.

This Strategy was developed based on the provisions of the current legislation of the Republic of Moldova and the strategic development framework: Law No.438-XVI dated 28 December 2006 on regional development of the Republic of Moldova, National Development Strategy “Moldova 2020”, and National Decentralization Strategy. At the same time, the results of the 2010-2012 Strategy implementation impact assessment were examined in order to optimize targets of previously implemented policies and achieve long-term sustainability.

This Strategy:

Is directed by the Government Program “European Integration: Freedom, Democracy, Welfare” offering government policy framework of the Republic of Moldova for 2011-2014 in conformity with national sectorial policies;
Is guided by the legislative, regulatory and institutional regional development framework created in conformity with the trends and objectives established by the European Union directives;
Contributes to accomplishment of the strategic objective of the Republic of Moldova related to European integration, as well as to fulfilment of provisions of the EU-Moldova Action Plan; 

Is aimed at transposing economic, social and territorial dimensions of European policies in the national legislation, thus ensuring application of sustainable development mechanism; 

Is based on the analysis of social and economic situation, the real condition of regions and progress following implementation of the National Strategy for Regional Development 2010-2012;
Provides that starting from 2010, the process of regional projects implementation in conformity with the priorities stipulated by North, Centre and South regional development strategies was launched;
At the same time, represents a master document targeting North, Centre and South regional development strategies for the next cycle of regional programming.

Social and economic analysis by regions has shown that there are disparities in intra- and interregional development. This is a major problem for the Republic of Moldova on its way to development and integration in the European space. These disparities are conditioned by various factors: economic and social development differences; lack of integrated and participatory planning; insufficient institutional capacities; limited financial resources at the local and central level; little experience in implementation of regional projects and intercommunity partnerships.

Given that the above-mentioned factors hinder promotion of a balanced regional development, this Strategy establishes ways to attain the general strategic objectives consisting in balanced and sustainable development in all the development regions of the Republic of Moldova.

The general strategic objective shall be attained by accomplishment of specific objectives, while the latter, in their turn, shall be efficiently and effectively accomplished by implementation of regional development policy mechanisms and instruments. The Strategy also represents a system of permanent monitoring/evaluation of implementation of actions planned for 2013-2015.

Until now the regional development policy of the Republic of Moldova has not been perceived as a policy covering the entire national range of sectorial development policies. This Strategy creates preconditions and basis for the future National Strategy for Regional Development to incorporate all those policies. Thus, the national regional development policy shall become an inter-sector policy in conformity with relevant European policies and principles.

This Strategy has been developed by a group of experts of the Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions jointly with members of regional development councils and staff of regional development agencies and has been consulted with national and international experts from the European Union: France, Germany, Great Britain, Poland, and Romania. The Strategy has been consulted with the stakeholders.

The Strategy contributes to successful application of national policies to ensure sustainable social and economic development of the country and growth of the population’s welfare.

I. Operational Framework of the Regional 
Development Policy in the Republic of Moldova

1.1. National and Sectorial Policies
The regional development policy represents a set of activities planned and promoted by central and local public authorities in partnership with various actors (public and private, national and foreign) in order to ensure dynamic and sustainable economic growth on the entire territory of the county. It will be implemented by means of efficient capitalization of regional and local capacities, attraction of various partners and corresponding expert knowledge to improve the life quality of citizens and create preconditions necessary for local and regional economic development.

This Strategy has been developed to achieve specific development priorities stipulated in the National Development Strategy “Moldova 2020” approved by the Law No.166 of 12 July 2012, and as a result shall contribute to attainment of its general objective: to ensure quality economic development and implicitly poverty reduction.

In conformity with provisions of the Law No.438-XVI of 28 December 2006 on Regional Development in the Republic of Moldova, coordination of the regional development policy with sectorial policies, as well as identification of instruments to implement it is ensured by the National Coordination Council for Regional Development. The Strategy is endorsed by the National Coordination Council for Regional Development and represents a national planning document. The Strategy presumes that sectorial strategic planning documents are aimed at attaining its general objective. 

The Strategy emphasizes encouragement of regional and local actors to focus on creation of conditions for economic development in various sectors and capitalization of the existing capacity, at the same time avoiding exaggerated dispersion of financial, human and administrative resources.

At the regional level, regional development policy is implemented in conformity with provisions of regional development strategies developed and updated based on this Strategy. It offers a vast “horizontal” context and allows for a more efficient coordination of financial efforts of specialized central public authorities and donors in carrying out these activities in the regions. 

The Strategy promotes “integrated governance” and synergy between vertical national programs and regional programs characterized by a horizontal approach. This mechanism will ensure that planning activities are carried out in the Republic of Moldova in conformity with European principles.

1.2. Regional Development and Relevant EU Policies 

The EU regional policy is an investment policy aimed at supporting competitiveness and economic growth, improvement of life quality, job creation and sustainable development contributing to fulfilment of objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy:

Smart growth: development of an economy based on knowledge and innovation; 

Sustainable growth: promotion of a more efficient economy based on use of more ecological and more competitive resources; 

Inclusive growth: promotion of an economy with a higher rate of employment that would ensure social and territorial cohesion.

As a component part of the EU-Moldova Action Plan (Rural and Regional Development section), regional development was conceived in conformity with the trends and provisions of European directives, the objective of which is to reduce major economic, social, and territorial disparities between the regions of Europe. 
The regional policy of the country is aimed at respecting the promotion principles of the EU regional policy described in its basic documents. In this context, the European Union has supported this approach to regional development starting from 1999. 

In order to implement reforms and extend relations with the EU member states, the Republic of Moldova benefits from the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Policy, while application of the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) shall facilitate implementation of reforms in the following fields: regional development, rural development and agriculture. 

Until now, the regional development policy has not been perceived as a social and economic cohesion policy for the Republic of Moldova. In this case, this Strategy transposes objectives, practices and modalities of the European policy for economic and social cohesion, as well as for regional development adjusted to the needs of the country. 

The Pilot European Regional Development Program initiated by signing a Memorandum in July 2010 shall be scaled up to reach a new level taking into account the political dialogue on the regional development issue. The Strategy uses this instrument to modernize and adjust the relevant legal and regulatory national framework in conformity with undertaken engagements. 

Inter-institutional cooperation is an important segment to establish and/or continue dialogue with EU partners. Thus, by signing memorandums of understanding with partner ministries from Romania, Poland and Latvia, and in prospect with other EU member states creates a favourable framework for taking over the good practices existing in the field of regional development and facilitates creation of partnerships at local and regional levels. A good example in this sense is inter-institutional cooperation by implementation of the Twinning Project “Building Capacity in Regional Development in the Republic of Moldova” launched in 2012.

For this reasons, this Strategy will continue strengthening the principle of cohesion in regional development of the Republic of Moldova, responding to the imperatives of policies outlined in the Fifth Cohesion Report. The document takes into consideration increased focus on the role of urban zones in growth stimulation within the regions. 

This Strategy and the Action Plan on its implementation rely on constant support of the European Union in regional development, taking into account achievements and challenges identified in the process of relevant policy implementation.
1.3. Regional Development in the Context of Decentralization 

Responsibility for implementing the regional development policy is a prerogative of the Government, but is carried out with the support of local public authorities, the civil society and business environment through regional decision-making and implementation structures – regional development councils, and regional development agencies, respectively.

Decentralization is a continuous process of self-analysis and reform of a state aimed at optimal distribution of responsibilities and resources between central public authorities and local public authorities of level one and two. The decentralization process offers local public administration authorities attributions and competences in three areas: political, administrative-organizational, and financial. These attributions and competences have to be exercised in conditions of autonomy supposing freedom in decision-making and exercise of duties while respecting legality and incorporation in national, regional and sectorial policies.

At the same time, regional development and decentralization are inter-relational policies. On the one hand, regional development policies shall directly benefit from successfully realized decentralization process as it facilitates participation of local authorities in regional planning, project development and co-financing ensuring efficient management of applied funds. On the other hand, local authorities and citizens can benefit from regional policies, if the latter reflect their priorities and lead to improvement of services and quality of life. 

The ability of public authorities to effectively participate in development and implementation of regional projects requires building their capacity and granting them autonomy in decision-making at the regional level.

In this context, the Strategy provides for building capacity of local authorities to become efficient partners both in the strategic planning process and in exercising the duties of implementing projects financed from national and international funds. Also, the Strategy provides for capacity building of the Regional Development Agency, in particular in its role as facilitator of programming, monitoring and evaluation of implementation of regional operational plans. 
II. Retrospective on Regional Development in the Republic of Moldova

2.1. Objectives of Regional Development Policy 2007-2012

The regional development policy of the Republic of Moldova derives from the provisions of the legal framework approved by the Law No.438-XVI dated 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova and the strategic framework from the Government Program “European Integration: Freedom, Democracy, Welfare”, as well as from relevant European policies.

The Law No.438-XVI of 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova defines the key objectives of regional development:

1) To obtain a balanced and sustainable social and economic development on the entire territory of the Republic of Moldova;

2) To reduce imbalance in the levels of social and economic intra- and inter-regional development;

3) To consolidate financial, institutional and human opportunities for social and economic development of the regions;

4) To support activities of local public administration and local communities aimed at social and economic development of localities and coordination of their interaction with national, regional and sectorial development strategies and programs.

In practice, implementation of the Law No.438-XVI of 28 December 2006 was launched together with the approval of the National Strategy for Regional Development 2010-2012. The main goal of this Strategy was formulated as follows: “To create an institutional regional development framework focusing on creation and maintenance of a regional development management, implementation, financing, monitoring and evaluation system”. Another goal was to support the objectives of the National Development Strategy through identification of an implementation mechanism to create an environment favourable to sustainable growth.

The National Strategy for Regional Development 2010-2012 identified regional development objectives taking into account the existing social and economic situation within the corresponding period. Thus, the key objectives were the following:

1) To create and ensure efficient functioning of new regional development institutions (regional development councils, regional development agencies);

2) To identify a conceptual framework for developing long-term sustainable regional development strategies and operational plans for each region;

3) To create strategic regional partnerships to manage and implement regional development projects;

4) To support a strong participatory process to maximize the impact of regional development on the poor, socially vulnerable categories and women;

5) To build the capacity of the Government to efficiently manage regional development programs and projects;

6) To implement transparent and efficient mechanisms for monitoring and evaluation of the regional development process; 

7) To draw up and timely report regional statistics in order to support both development and monitoring & evaluation of regional development strategies; 

8) To develop a valid, flexible and sustainable regional development financing mechanism both for the Government and for the donors.

2.2. Progress in Implementation of the National Strategy for Regional Development 2010-2012
Objective 1: To create and ensure efficient functioning of new regional development institutions (regional development councils, regional development agencies)

Following realization of activities under this objective:

a) National Coordination Council for Regional Development was established at the national level; 

b) North, Centre and South regional development councils were established;
c) Regional development agencies were created in the three development regions: North, Centre and South;
d) A corresponding regulatory and procedural framework was developed and approved, and namely:

· Regulations of the National Coordination Council for Regional Development;
· Operational Manual on application of resources of the National Fund for Regional Development;
· User Guide for presenting project proposals for financing by the National Fund for Regional Development;
· Framework Regulations of the Regional Development Council;
· Framework Regulations of the Regional Development Agency;
· Operational Manual of regional development agencies, as well as a number of other documents concerning the activity of the above-mentioned institutions and establishing cooperation relations with a view to implementing regional development policy.


Objective 2: To identify short- and medium-term sustainable regional development strategies and operational plans for each region 
With a view to accomplishing this objective:

a) Working groups were created for various intervention fields in the social and economic area;
b) Priorities were identified to ensure increase in development level and improvement of the population’s living conditions; 

c) Regional development strategies were developed for North, Centre and South in 2010 and updated and reviewed in 2012;
d) Development priorities of the regions were identified, and namely:

-  rehabilitation of physical infrastructure;
-  support for development of the private sector, especially in rural areas;
-  improvement of environmental factors and tourist attraction;
e) Regional operational plans were drawn up for North, Centre and South regarding implementation of regional development strategies for a period of 3 years. 

Objective 3: To create strategic regional partnerships to manage and implement regional development projects 
In order to develop partnerships:

a) Measures were taken to facilitate building of national and regional actors’ capacities;
b) Activities were carried out to increase coherence between the commitments made in the context of project implementation, as well as attracted investments;
c) Training sessions, workshops, round tables were organized with participation of representatives of central public authorities, specialists from the Regional Development Agency, local public administration authorities, representatives of the civil society, private and academic community;
d) Specific instruments were applied to stimulate creation of partnerships within calls for project proposals, thus achieving the regionalization effect;
e) Regional development projects were accepted for financing on the condition of presentation of documents confirming existence of a partnership between beneficiaries within the project;
f) Documents regulating the procedure of selection and evaluation of regional development projects based on partnership between various public or private institutions were approved. 

Objective 4: To support a strong participatory process to maximize the impact of regional development on the poor, socially vulnerable categories and women 
In the process of drawing up regional policy documents, hearings and public consultations were organized engaging representatives of all the stakeholders, while in order to quantify the efforts to reduce interregional development discrepancies, deprivation indices for small areas were applied. 

The activities were aimed at identification of development needs in the regions by conducting studies, questioning the population, holding joint sessions with local public administration authorities. The identified priorities contributed to providing population in the regions with quality public services, guarantee of decent living and respect for the principle of gender equality.

The implemented regional development projects targeted improvement of the quality of life of citizens in the regions and creation of conditions to accelerate economic growth.

In this way, following implementation of regional development projects, the following results were obtained: 

In drinking water supply and sewerage services 
53 localities benefited from these services. 

There were constructed: 
· 1 waste water treatment station;

· 1 drinking water treatment station:
· 103.5 km of water pipe networks;

· 23.7 km of sewerage networks.

Around 10,167 units were connected to water pipe networks, including:

· economic agents
– 322;

· public institutions
– 100;

· households

– 9,745.

4,130 units were connected to sewerage networks, including:

· economic agents 
– 209;

· public institutions 
– 74; 

· households 

– 3,847.

Population with improved access to the corresponding services made up:

· drinking water supply services 
– 15,807 people; 

· sewerage services 


– 5,600 people.

In road infrastructure  

· 26.35 km of roads were constructed, 14.05 km were renovated. 

· Around 18 localities will benefit from those roads. 

· Population with improved road access makes up around 143,167 people. 

In solid household waste management 
· Around 38 localities will benefit from those services.

· Population with improved access to those services makes up around 130,785 people.

Achievements:

· 2 land-fills constructed; 

· 127 unauthorized waste dumps liquidated.

· In order to extend amenities, around 73,741 service agreements were signed.

In order to boost tourist activities
· 2 cultural centres were renovated, while projects on construction of a sports centre and rehabilitation of a recreation zone are in the process of implementation.

Business support
· As a result, an office of a Business Incubator with the total surface of 1,369 m2 was rehabilitated and access road to Balti free economic zone was built.

Energy efficiency
· Inhabitants of 6 localities will benefit from these activities, while population with improved access to the service will make up around 2,000 people. The length of illuminated roads makes up 4.7 km, while 113 units of street lighting installations were installed. Energy efficiency of a regional hospital was improved.

Objective 5: To build the capacity of central and local public authorities to efficiently manage regional development programs and projects 

Accomplishment of this objective was ensured including with the assistance of development partners through implementation of joint projects. 

Thus, within the projects “Moldova: Cooperation for Development” financed by DFID/SIDA, “Modernization of Local Public Services” financed by GIZ, within the Twinning Program “Consolidation of Regional Development Capacities in the Republic of Moldova” financed by the EU, national and regional actors benefited from the possibility to improve their knowledge in regional development, to obtain experience in financial management of projects and to learn about the relevant European policies.

In order to build the capacity of central and local public authorities, annually, in conformity with needs assessment, training programs were developed for all the engaged actors with the support of national and international experts. 

Regional development as the object of study was included in educational plans of the Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Republic of Moldova, as well as of the Alecu Russo University, Balti.

Objective 6: To implement transparent and efficient mechanisms for monitoring and evaluation of the regional development process 
A corresponding methodology was developed in order to ensure transparency of monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. 

The decision-making process in implementation of regional projects and in application of public funds was audited by the Court of Accounts with respect to regularity in management of resources of the National Fund for Regional Development. 

The Internal Audit Department of the Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions offers consultancy services and ensures management efficiency of the financial system and the system of control over accomplishment of the operational budget of the Regional Development Agency, as well as correctness of public procurement procedures in the process of project implementation. At the same time, project implementation impact assessment is carried out with the support of international experts ensuring sustainability of projects.

Agencies publish semi-annual progress reports and monthly periodic newsletters. 

Evaluation of regional development projects takes place according to the criteria set by the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, and namely: relevance, efficiency, effectiveness, impact and sustainability. Recommendations made within evaluation are used to improve the results of evaluated projects, as well as to avoid unwanted situations within implementation of other projects. 

Objective 7: To draw up and timely report regional statistics in order to support both development and monitoring & evaluation of regional development strategies 
With a view to drawing up regional statistics:

a) A monitoring and evaluation system was established for regional development support measures. The implementation methodology for the corresponding system is described in operational manuals of the National Fund for Regional Development and the Regional Development Agency;

b) Instructions on monitoring and evaluation of regional development support measures were approved. With a view to realizing the provisions of the above-mentioned Instructions, the Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions reports on the process of Strategy implementation semi-annually to the National Coordination Council for Regional Development and annually to the Government. The system of regional development projects monitoring indicators was created based on project topology, according to priority fields established in development regions;
c) A toolkit for reporting on monitoring of regional development projects implementation process was developed, supposing weekly, monthly and quarterly reporting forms. 

Objective 8: To develop a flexible and sustainable regional development financing mechanism both for the Government and for the donors 

Following accomplishment of this objective, the following results were achieved:

a) The Law on regional development was amended in the part related to the regional development financing mechanism; 

b) An Operational Manual on application of resources of the National Fund for Regional Development was developed and approved, including detailed description of the regional development projects financing mechanism;
c) Regional development financing conditions and mechanisms were coordinated with donors, also involving their resources. Due to this activity, DFID offered financial support to the state budget in the amount of 1.5 mil pound sterling; 

d) A pilot regional development program was launched within the Eastern Partnership for 2012-2013 financed from the EU funds in the amount of 7 mil Euros;
e) Additional financial resources were obtained from the German Federal Government in the amount of 13.6 mil Euros within the project “Modernization of local public services in the Republic of Moldova”.
III. Summary of Social and Economic Analysis
3.1. General Context 

From the administrative point of view, the territory of the Republic of Moldova is organized in: villages (two or more villages can come together and form a commune), towns/cities (some cities can be declared municipalities), raions (districts) and the autonomous territorial unit of Gagauzia. Administrative-territorial organization is structured in two layers: villages (communes) and towns (municipalities) refer to level one, while raions refer to level two.

According to the Law No. 438-XVI of 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova, the territory of the country was divided into six development regions: North, Centre, South, ATU Gagauzia, Chisinau municipality, and Transnistria.

The recent social and economic evolution of the Republic of Moldova has been characterized by a set of processes aimed at balanced and sustainable development in the context of internal political and economic influences. At the same time, the social and economic profile of the country has been outlined by recently implemented new approaches and trends. As a consequence, economic growth had a tendency of different level of concentration in the regions of the country (which happened for various reasons: historical, geographical, political, etc.). 

In comparison with European countries, the Republic of Moldova stands out by an extremely evident economic polarization, so that half of its gross domestic product is produced in the capital inhabited by only a quarter of the population. The most visible evidence of this economic polarization is concentration of economic activities, the best human resources and the most advanced infrastructure in the capital. The other regions of the country rather look like islands of more or less active economic life. 

This economic and geographical structure is clearly supported by a certain number of indicators: migration, poverty, number and density of companies, number of staff, amount of sales, budget evolution etc. 

3.2. Demographic Evolution 

The official data show that stable population of the Republic of Moldova went down within 2005-2012 by 1.12% (see the chart below). This decrease was mainly determined by migration abroad and birth-rate decrease. 
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                                    Source: National Bureau of Statistics 
The biggest decrease in the number of population was recorded in the North region – around 11.3 thousand people, with the number of population around 1,006,622 at the end of 2011. North is followed by the Centre region, where the number of population went down by around 3.5 thousand people with growth recorded only in Anenii Noi, Criuleni and Ialoveni raions making up around 1,062,848 people. In the South region, the population went down by 2.8 thousand, at present amounting to 540,756 people with a slight growth recorded only in Cahul district. There are two regions where the number of population went up insignificantly, and namely the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia, where population grew by 953 people (0.6% of the total number of population) within 2007-2011 and made up 160,670 people, and Chisinau municipality, where the number of population grew by 4.4 thousand and made up 789,534 people. 

As a result, the above-mentioned misbalances indicate depopulation phenomena in the regions of the country. This phenomenon is especially characteristic of youth who once arrived in the capital to study, tend to stay here after graduation due to the existing possibilities of employment and living. At the same time, this affects the production force in the other parts of the country, aggravate poverty and discrepancy between social categories, intensifies the population ageing process, etc. 

3.3. Economic Activity and Level of Poverty 
Chisinau Municipality has more production factors and infrastructure elements necessary to attract investments than other localities. In 2010, Chisinau Municipality accounted for 57.0% of industrial production and 56.7% of investments in fixed capital. The share of other regions in the total of investments in fixed capital and industrial production is presented in the following table:
Table 1
	Region
	Amount of manufactured products
	Total investments in fixed capital per region, 
mil lei
	Investments in fixed capital per capita, 
mil lei

	
	mil lei
	share, %
	
	

	Chisinau Municipality 
	16,171.6
	57.5
	13,009.9
	13,576.5

	North
	6,371.0
	22.6
	2,111.5
	2,785.4

	Centre
	3,634.7
	12.9
	2,099.8
	2,440.4

	South
	1,043.0
	3.7
	1,118.2
	2,786.6

	Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia
	919.8
	3.3
	337.2
	2,699.4


Source: National Bureau of Statistics
At the same time, Chisinau municipality hosts the majority of companies in the country, has higher-level human capital and relatively developed infrastructure. Thus, in 2010 around 63% of the country’s companies carried out their activity in Chisinau municipality, including 64.7% of all the big companies, 51.7% of medium companies, 57.9% of small companies, and 65.1% of micro companies.

As data in Table 2 show, the economic landscape at the level of the entire country is dominated by micro businesses. At the regional level, over one half of companies belong to small business and their main type of activity is retail. Even though small businesses are many in number in the regions, they make a disproportionally small contribution to job creation and added value generation at the level of the entire economy. On the other part, there are very few big companies in the regions capable of offering stable employment opportunities for the local labour force. 

Table 2

Distribution and Territorial Density of Companies
 in the Republic of Moldova, 2010, without the development region of Transnistria

	Region
	Big companies
	Share of big companies, %
	Medium companies
	Share of medium companies, %
	Small companies
	Share of small companies, %
	Micro companies
	Share of micro companies, %
	Total
	%

	Total
	1,120
	100
	1,657
	100
	9,568
	100
	36,428
	100
	48,773
	100

	Chisinau Municipality
	725
	64.7
	856
	51.7
	5,542
	57.9
	23,717
	65.1
	30,840
	63.2

	North
	137
	12.2
	306
	18.5
	1,365
	14.3
	3,867
	10.6
	5,675
	11.6

	Centre
	126
	11.3
	233
	14.1
	1,337
	14.0
	4,843
	13.3
	6,539
	13.4

	South
	56
	5.0
	124
	7.5
	615
	6.4
	1,593
	4.4
	2,388
	4.9

	Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia
	29
	2.6
	68
	4.1
	273
	2.9
	892
	2.4
	1,262
	2.6


Source: National Bureau of Statistics
The aim of regional development policy intervention in this sector is to strengthen the capacities of localities with a growth potential and to develop business infrastructure. Construction and rehabilitation of infrastructure will encourage movement of population to urban localities searching for a job. In this context, performance in the agricultural sector will increase, as well as development and diversification of economic activities. In order to strengthen development capacities in the private sector, a number of activities will be carried out, and namely: 

Development of continuing training: support to professional qualification and requalification of employed population in the region;
Stimulation of small and medium businesses through development of information and consultation services and support to creation of technological incubators, technological innovation centres and application of innovative technologies;
Increase of regional attractiveness as location for investments by creating business infrastructure, connecting to public utilities and access paths to industrial parks, free economic zones, and industrial zones in the region;
Promotion of energy efficiency principles in economic sectors in order to optimize production costs.

Also, the above-mentioned activities represent areas of potential project proposals for financing, private sector development being one of the three priorities of the regional development policy. The expected outcome is to support small and medium businesses contributing to integration of production of goods and services on the territory of the country in clustered systems, to job creation and to increase of employment rate.

3.4. Road Infrastructure 

The Republic of Moldova is going through the process of intensive road degradation: in 1992, 70% of the length of national roads was in a good condition; in 1998 45% were in a good condition; while in 2006 only 7% were considered good. Although the evolution of the condition of local road has been analysed less, the study of 1,500 km (out of 6,000 km) of local roads carried out in 2006 revealed bad condition of almost 96% of their length. Intense degradation of public roads in the Republic of Moldova has been an issue because of insufficient financing of maintenance and repair works. Within 1998-2006, road rehabilitation financing amounted to under 10% of the needs. The allocated financial resources allowed for carrying out only routine maintenance works (winter maintenance, hole filling, grading etc.). Because the necessary medium and capital repairs were not carried out, over 80% of the road length exceeded their operational life. At the same time, the road condition was improved within the last two years (2010-2011) due to increase in accumulations in the road fund (from 241 mil lei in 2009 to 1,025 mil lei in 2012). However these accumulations are not sufficient to bring the entire road network back to an adequate condition (Land Transport Infrastructure Strategy approved by the Government’s Decision No.85 dated 1 February 2008). 
Intervention of the regional development policy in this field has to target improvement of the condition of regional and local roads and bridges through their construction, rehabilitation and development. The main goal of these activities is to increase access to national and international routes and, as a consequence, to increase trade flow throughout the entire territory of the Republic of Moldova. The final outcome to be achieved in case of intervention in this sector is to improve access to quality infrastructure both for the country’s population and for national economic agents and foreign investors. 

3.5. Water Supply and Sewerage Systems 
At present, 1,032 localities, including 3 municipalities, 52 towns (100%) and 977 rural localities (66% of their total number) have centralized drinking water supply systems. Water supply systems in the republic are represented by 1,998 of complexes with various levels of amenities in the utilities sector of the locality. Of this number, 1,015 complexes are in a satisfactory technical condition, of which 870 require reconstruction, and 26 cannot be re-established. There is no information on the technical condition of 54 systems. Distribution networks are 8,994 km long, of which 3,725 km are in an unsatisfactory technical condition resulting in the rate of accident situations reaching 4.9 accidents/km, which indicates a major wear of water pipes. Out of 271 pumping stations, 226 are in an unsatisfactory technical condition. According to the data of the National Bureau of Statistics for 2011, the majority of population from rural localities get water from 99,719 dug wells and 818 sources. After the last years’ draught, the level of water in dug wells has gone down by around 2 m.

The situation with sewerage in development regions is the following:

1) In the North development region, sewerage systems are poorly developed, and the situation is similar to the one throughout the country. Generally, the sewerage systems work only in urban localities. The density of sewerage networks is approximately 20 km/100 km2, which is under the national average of 22.6%;

2) In the Centre development region, the sewerage network is poorly developed, while waste water treatment technologies are outdated. The share of the housing fund in the Centre development region with a sewerage network makes up 15.6% compared to the national average of 22.6%. In the Centre development region, only 6 treatment stations are working. The technical condition of the existing waste water treatment stations is unsatisfactory; 

3) The sewerage network in the South development region is poorly developed, while waste water treatment technologies are outdated. The share of the housing fund in the South development region with a sewerage system was equal to 20.1% in 2010 (compared to 12.8% in 2008), which is under the average in the country by 12.4%. Although the rate of the population’s connection to sewerage systems is relatively low, most of the waste waters generated by the raions in the South development region account for household waste, and only about one third come from industrial sources. The technical condition of functioning waste water treatment stations is unsatisfactory, while in the majority of localities those are totally absent.

Despite certain recent reform efforts, the public administration in the Republic of Moldova still suffers from little effectiveness and efficiency, which among others leads to insufficient quality of state services. 50% of the population do not have access to clean drinking water. 800 rural communes (out of 903) still have serious deficit in terms of drinking water supply. 

Available instruments and mechanisms of the regional development policy will be used to improve the situation in the field by means of water supply to the population and construction/rehabilitation of sewerage systems. These activities will improve the quality of life of the population, will contribute to economic development of the country and will improve the environmental factors. Rehabilitation of physical infrastructure will increase attraction of the region for economic activities and investments. Project proposals in this sector eligible for presentation within the Call for Project Proposals for financing by the National Fund for Regional Development provide for extension and rehabilitation of water supply systems, sewerage systems, treatment stations and irrigation systems.

3.6. Infrastructure and Solid Waste Management
The development regions are big enough to plan regional and local development with a real impact on national development. There is an essential development difference in the profile of development regions. The North development region is more urbanized, around 35.4%, mostly due to the city of Balti. Meanwhile, the Centre development region is the biggest by surface and population of almost 1,062 thousand people, but has a lower rate of urbanization. On the contrary, the South region is the smallest by population of 538.69 thousand people, of which urban population accounts for around 25.2% of population. In the field of waste management systems, the existing facilities and infrastructure are extremely limited and correlated with the population structure neither quantitatively nor qualitatively. 

Solid waste management is closely related to the development objectives of the country. On the one hand, inadequate waste management in the country has a negative impact on:

1) Public health, as a result of unsanitary conditions of waste deposits and their potential to become infection focuses;

2) Agriculture development, as a result of soil use for waste depositing instead of agricultural purposes;          

3) Tourism development, as a result of deterioration of the general image associated with waste deposits, as well as unpleasant smell emanated by those.

Generation of waste in towns is influenced by numerous factors, the most significant being the income of the population, the behaviour of consumers, the emergence on the market of new packaged products, and demographical evolution. A higher level of income of the population and urbanization resulted in generation of a big quantity of waste per capita, which in rural areas usually makes up 0.3-0.4 kg/inhabitant/day. In urban areas this indicator goes up to 0.9 kg/inhabitant/day or more, according to the studies of the World Bank.

The most widespread method of household waste treatment is depositing it on the soil, which frequently represents a source of soil and underground water pollution. In this context, sanitation of localities and waste management in towns is an important objective of governmental and local structures (data was offered by the Ministry of Environment and laid the basis for development of the draft National Waste Strategy of the Republic of Moldova). Annually, by means of sanitation services in urban localities, around 1,144-2,210 thousand m3 of waste (years 2000-2009) is transported to solid household waste deposits.

Based on the information gathered on the features of solid household waste deposits and the number of population in localities, daily waste generation rate was calculated per person. The results show a large range of daily waste generation from 0.25 kg to 1.3 kg per day for the cities of Balti and Chisinau, respectively. 

Engagement and carrying-out of activities in this field, through regional development policy instruments and mechanisms, allow for realization of a number of activities regarding reduction of the level of environment pollution. In this context, intervention can take place by implementation of projects related to development of integrated solid waste management systems, including separate collection of waste, recycling and creation of modern land-fills for storage of non-recyclable waste, construction of waste processing factories. It is important for all the relevant activities to be carried out in compliance with the requirements and sectorial regulatory standards.  

3.7. Tourism
In conformity with the data offered by the Tourism Agency, as well as the indicators presented by the National Bureau of Statistics, we note the following characteristics with regard to evolution of tourism progress indicators:

1) The number of economic agents, owners of the tourism licence grew from 238 in 2003 to 313 in 2010. At the same time, the number of employees went down from 1,927 in 2003 to 1,346 in 2010.  It has to be mentioned that the majority of economic agents are concentrated in the capital, while 17 raions do not have a single tourism agency;
2) The volume of income from tourism activity went up from 145.6 mil lei in 2003 to 708 mil lei in 2010, of which the major share accounted for international tourism;
3) In the total volume of income from tourism activity, the major share accounted for international tourism, which was permanently growing, while income from internal tourism grew until 2008 and then went down in 2009 and 2010; 

4) The major share of income received from international tourism accounts for outgoing tourism, which is constantly growing, while income from incoming tourism varies but generally has decreased; 

5) The number of Moldovan tourists who go abroad through tourism agencies went up 1.7 times (67,328 people in 2003, 11,7204 – in 2010), while the number of foreigners visiting the country went down 2.6 times (23,598 people in 2003, 8,956 – in 2010);
6) The total number of tourists accommodated by hosting tourist facilities offering accommodation services was growing in 2003-2007, suddenly went down in 2008 and in 2009, and slightly recovered in 2010. The number of (non-resident) foreigners accommodated by the hosting tourist facilities grew from 62,559 in 2003 to 73,288 in 2008, followed by a significant drop in 2009 and an increase in 2010;
7) The number of overnight stays in the hosting tourist facilities showed positive dynamics in 2003-2005, stayed at the same level in 2006-2007 with a sudden drop in 2009 and slow recovery in 2010 (the Statistical Yearbook and data offered by the Tourism Agency).
Interventions related to this measure have to be concentrated on the objectives with a high touristic potential. The touristic sector can be improved not only by construction of the necessary infrastructure, but also by improvement of environmental factors and development of the business sector. In this context, intervention in the sector will contribute to creation and improvement of the infrastructure necessary for creating conditions to attract investments in the field, as well as to increase the number of actual tourists.

3.8. Energy Efficiency 

At present, the situation in this field in the Republic of Moldova shows that we are almost totally dependent on the sources necessary to cover energy consumption, almost 94% of which are imported. In the lack of owned resources, promotion of energy efficiency and capitalization of renewable energy sources available on the territory are the optimal ways to reduce this dependency, as well as an essential condition for sustainable development of economy. 

Electricity demand in the Republic of Moldova has shown an ascending trend. If in the past electricity was used especially for lighting, now consumers use electricity for washing, communication, as well as for other purposes. In this situation, it is an imperative to promote application of more efficient energy-consuming home appliances and products.

Interventions in this sector will reduce maintenance costs and will increase the comfort of beneficiaries. Energy efficiency projects will have the goal of reducing energy consumption by various methods, either by contributing to reduction of the production costs in case of the private sector, where costs are higher, which negatively affects competitiveness of local economic agents. Interventions within this measure will include:

· Studies on application of energy efficiency measures in the business sector;
· Awareness raising campaigns for economic agents on energy efficiency;
· Trainings, instructions, consultations for economic agents on economic efficiency;
· Rehabilitation of public buildings. 

In the conditions, in which the Republic of Moldova imports 94-96% of energy sources, as well as in the light of continuously rising prices for these resources, it is necessary to make consumption more efficient. In this context, one of the new fields requiring intervention, and namely energy efficiency, was included in regional development strategies and in the National Development Strategy “Moldova 2020”.

At present, investment in the above-mentioned field is possible not only by engaging financial sources from the budget of local public authorities, but also by access and application of various funds within projects. Application of energy efficiency measures in localities will lead to improvement of life quality, as well as to security of road traffic, security of people and goods. Thus, costs will be lower and savings could be relayed to cover other likewise stringent needs.


3.8. SWOT Analysis  
This analysis is developed based on data presented in chapters I, II and III of this Strategy, as well as based on presented reports and studies in the field:

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	· Legal and institutional framework for regional development in place and functional 
· Annually, the Government allocates 1% of incomes to the state budget to the National Fund for Regional Development 
· Public procurement procedures within the projects financed from the sources of the National Fund for Regional Development are under way 
· A transparent regional development monitoring and evaluation system established 
· The regional development process is opened to development and review, and is managed in a manner that supposes evolution 
· The regional development model in Moldova is based on the concentration between different levels of government 

· The regional development policy is promoted ensuring transparency at all levels, including sectors 
· Regional development councils are formed fairly from representatives from both public and non-public sectors
· Regional development managed to attract European and international financial and technical support 

	· Insufficient funds to cover local and regional needs 

· Resources of the National Fund for Regional Development are limited and insufficient to finance regional projects 

· Capabilities of local public authorities to develop and implement regional projects are poorly developed 

· Reduced level of cooperation between regions, raions and mayor’s offices 
· Regional development evaluation system not developed 
· Inexistence (poor promotion) of integrated planning in the regional development process
· Regional and local actors do not manage to build a link between their general wellbeing, life quality and the need to stimulate local and regional economic activities 
· Lack of regional development monitoring indicators disaggregated by development regions 

· The system of local public authorities is still extremely fragmented, while competences between different levels of administration are often unclear
· There is no clear and prescriptive mechanism that would contain in itself recommendations with regard to implementation of national sectorial policies at the regional or even local level 
· Project identification processes and proactive preparation – although improved – still lack structure and are conducted in a hurry 

· Projects are often too small and fragmented, with local strategic or regional operational plans  

· Involvement of the Regional Development Agency in carrying out procurement procedures requires serious efforts and prevents from adopting a proactive approach to development and support for regional development actors 

· The regional development policy is still limited on the territory of the three regions 


	Opportunities
	Threats

	· Regional development is still a priority in the view of international donors 
· Development and extension of relations with the European Commission and member-states to attract and diversify project financing 

· Encouragement of activities of local public authorities by delegating competences as a result of decentralization reform implementation 

· Stimulation of active participation of local public authorities due to financial sustainability as a result of fiscal decentralization reform 

· Introduction of the concept of integrated planning in the regional development practice, which will ensure coordination of the regional development policy with sectorial and territorial policies 

· Development of sectorial policies allowing for direct development of the affected sectors 

· Solid support on the part of the Government Agenda on regional development 
	· External economic environment at the international and European level is unfavourable and continues casting a shadow on specific benefits that regional development can bring 
· The risk of delayed realization of the following reforms: decentralization, administrative-territorial reform, transparency and anti-corruption, etc. 

· Insufficiency of local government capabilities in project development and  implementation 

· Extension of regional development to the other 3 regional development regions induces the possibility of reducing efficiency if no additional financing is provided to feed the National Fund for regional development 
· Non-fulfilment of the regional development results, if the provided support does not have sustainability, except for the case when the results show rapidly in the region 
· Limited interest of qualified economic operators in participating in public tenders for regional development project implementation 


IV. Implementation Principles, Objectives and Mechanisms
4.1. Fundamental Principles of the Strategy  

The main goal of the economic and social reform in the Republic of Moldova consists in creating preconditions for efficient functioning of the economy, as well as raising the well-being and living standard of the population on the entire territory of the country. Proceeding from this, the regional development policy promoted and implemented by public authorities is of a stimulating nature and is aimed at creating an environment favourable for development. Attainment of the main goal depends on a number of factors; therefore, implementation of this Strategy requires clear and complex coordination.

The Strategy is based on the following fundamental principles correlated with the provisions of relevant EU directives:

· complex approach to the problem of formulating the goal and objectives of the Strategy;
· participatory planning;
· decision-making transparency;
· gender equality;
· territorial cohesion;
· sustainability.

The regional policy of the country is aimed at respecting the principles of the EU regional policy promotion stipulated in its key documents, such as the Regulations (EC) No.1083/2006 (Treaty of Lisbon), as well as other documents on regional development.

4.2. Strategic Objective and Specific Objectives
Based on the social and economic analysis of the country and EU trends regarding implementation of the regional development policy, the general objective of this Strategy was formulated as follows: Balanced and sustainable development in all the development regions of the Republic of Moldova.

The general strategic objective refers to efficient use of the policy and to the development capacity of the entire territory of the country with a view to realizing the provisions of the National Development Strategy “Moldova 2020”. Also, accomplishment of this objective will contribute to poverty reduction and guarantee of a decent living on the entire territory of the country. This supposes the need to accomplish the short- and medium-term specific objectives of the Strategy step by step:

1) To improve the legal and regulatory framework of regional development; 
2) To support sustainable development of regions and to ensure a polycentric urban system;
3) To consolidate capacities of regional development institutions in the regions of the country;
4) To reduce local, inter - and intra-regional disparities;
5) To develop and promote integrated and participatory planning in the process of regional development.
Accomplishment of specific objectives is based on the application of certain clearly defined mechanisms, implementation of which is reflected and presented in the following documents: Action Plan on implementation of this Strategy, Single Programming Document, regional operational plans. 

Implementation of objectives will contribute to improvement of the situation in the following priority fields:

a) balanced urban development;
b) water and sewerage;
c) solid household waste;
d) road infrastructure;
e) small and medium business;
f) tourist attraction;
g) energy efficiency.

4.3. Mechanisms and Instruments to Accomplish Objectives 
The government has a strategic role in implementing the regional development policy and accomplishing the objectives stipulated in this Strategy. 

The regional development policy implementation authority has the role of coordinating interaction of central specialized public administration bodies and local public authorities. It is also in charge of promoting development policy with a view to consolidating financial, institutional and human opportunities for social and economic development of the regions.

This Strategy stimulates interaction with other sectorial public policies with explicit territorial focusing. At the same time, the Strategy stipulates analysis and generalization of proposals by external partners regarding development and support of the regional development process. 

Some of the important factors in fulfilling the objectives refer to improvement of the mechanism of regional development financing from the state budget through the National Fund for Regional Development. Modification of the financing mechanism will ensure efficient application of funds targeting regional projects in conformity with the development needs of the regions identified by local authorities. Improvement of the financing mechanism also targets facilitation and support to local public authorities in application for financing from European programs and other external funds.

The Strategy has certain similarities with other developed public policies. As a consequence, the instruments used for their implementation are similar. At the same time, diversity of engaged institutions imposes identification of a large range of instruments for implementation of the regional development policy that could be divided in several major groups:

1) Institutional instruments – cover aspects regarding institutionalization, cooperation, regional management; 

2) Administrative instruments – present aspects regarding current legislation;
3) Methodological/regulatory instruments – present development of a number of planning documents, such as strategies, programs, territorial planning documents;
4) Financial instruments – present budgetary benefits, fiscal benefits, grants and other financial support systems etc.
Taking into account that the regional development policy covers the entire territory of the county, each development region will have a possibility to develop solutions for identified regional development problems.

The strategic objectives will be accomplished by identification of instruments specific to certain activities:

Objective 1.  To improve the legal and regulatory framework of regional development 

The legal and regulatory framework of regional development shall be reviewed as a result of lessons learned within implementation of the previous strategy. 

In this way, the regional development policy in the Republic of Moldova has not been conceived as a policy covering the entire national range of sectorial development policies. This Strategy creates preconditions and the base so that the next National Strategy for Regional Development for 2016-2020 would become a policy document comprising sectorial policies and thus transforming the national regional development policy in an inter-sector policy in conformity with relevant European practices.

Improvement of legislative and regulatory acts supposes development of a range of instruments and mechanisms to support regional development.

Thus, recommendations will be developed for amendments and addenda to legislative and regulatory acts regulating activities of regional institutions in order to enhance their role as main coordinators of the regional development policy implementation. At the same time, operational manuals, instructions, evaluation forms and other regional development policy documents will be updated.

For this purpose, the following is proposed:

a) To improve the procedures of calls for project proposals, the process of evaluation and selection of the latter for financing from the National Fund for Regional Development with the aim of reducing the terms and simplifying the corresponding processes;

b) To optimize the principles of activity of institutions involved in the process of carrying out regional development policy;

c) To hold public consultation of drafts on amendments to the legal and regulatory framework;

d) To organize round tables and workshops to identify proposals for amendments and addenda to the relevant legislation.

The above-mentioned mechanisms and instruments, proposals for amendments and addenda to legislative and regulatory acts, as well as other activities that will contribute to accomplishment of the nominated objective are reflected in the Action Plan on implementation of the National Strategy for Regional Development 2012-2015, according to the annex to this Strategy.

Impact:

Accomplishment of this objective will contribute to improvement of the relevant legal and regulatory framework and its correlation to the provisions of the corresponding EU policy.

Also, amendments and addenda to the concerned documents will contribute to simplification of carrying out a range of activities, such as organization of calls for project proposals, development of certain evaluation criteria for regional development projects, guarantee of successful realization of activities carried out within institutions involved in the process of regional development policy implementation.

As a result of accomplishing this objective:

a) The legal and regulatory framework of regional development will be harmonized with the provisions of relevant EU regulatory documents;

b) National sectorial policies will be ready for integration into the national regional development policy;

c) The activity framework of the National Coordination Council for Regional Development and the Regional Development Council will be improved; 
d) The activity framework of the Regional Development Agency will be improved;

e) Procedures and regulatory framework for application of resources of the National Fund for Regional Development will be improved;

f) Sectorial strategic planning in development regions will take place based on the provisions of the regions’ development strategies.

Objective 2. To support sustainable development of regions and to ensure a polycentric urban system 

This objective will be accomplished by implementing regional development programs and projects included in the Single Programming Document and the Regional Operational Plan for the corresponding period. Balanced development of regions will be ensured by mutually advantageous use of the social and economic capacity of towns and territorial resources of the region with a view to developing a polycentric, attractive and competitive system.

Accomplishment of this objective will contribute to stimulation and realization of locality’s organization and development actions. Activities will ensure sustainable development of localities based on the principles of polycentrism and will be carried out with the focus on development in urban localities with economic growth capacity identified according to a well-defined methodology.

Activities carried out according to this objective will be aimed at attracting local public administrations from the Security Zone of the Republic of Moldova in the process of implementing regional development programs and projects. Localities and citizens of the corresponding region will become a component part of the regional development process and will benefit from support in developing physical infrastructure, consolidating institutional capacity and stimulating the private sector.

Balanced urban and territorial development will be ensured by: 

Stimulation of public service development as a ground for ensuring guaranteed social standards for the population from urban and rural localities;
Use of the economic capacity of towns that will contribute to development of the adjacent areas;
Development and implementation of investment programs and projects.

Impact:

Attainment of the final result following accomplishment of this objective will contribute to improvement of the situation in the following aspects:

a) Increase of the economic capacity of towns and investments in fixed capital per capita by 35%;

b) Increase of the capacity to attract investments and competitiveness to the regions;

c) Improvement of the living conditions of the population;

d) Creation of new jobs;

e) Development of public utility services;

f) Increase of touristic attraction to the regions;

g) Creation of preconditions for continuous development of education institutions;

h) Improvement of physical infrastructure of localities.

Objective 3. To consolidate capacities of regional development institutions 
The regional development policy concerns the entire territory of the country, still in conformity with the provisions of the current legislation, at the initial stage the efforts of the Government were focused on three development regions: North, Centre and South. Within the next period (until 2019) the provisions of the regional development policy will be extended to include the development regions of the Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia, Chisinau Municipality, and Transnistria.

In order to equalize capacities of regional development on the entire territory of the Republic of Moldova, a process of continuous dialogue, advanced training and active engagement of representatives of all the regions in the process of the country’s development will be ensured. 

This objective will be accomplished by:

a) Development and implementation of a joint activity plan that would facilitate correlation of sectorial policies with national regional development policies;

b) Organization of training for representatives of local public authorities in regional development policy;

c) Study visits both within the country and abroad for the purpose of experience exchange and accumulation of good practices in implementation of the regional development policy;

d) Organization of awareness raising campaigns for the population in the corresponding regions on the Strategy’s priority fields;

e) Optimization of the functioning framework of the Regional Development Council.

Also, in order to accomplish this objective, a number of activities will be carried out with regard to inclusion of regional development in the educational curricula of a number of higher education institutions. This will contribute to coverage of a larger area of knowledge on regional development, which is a relatively new field for the Republic of Moldova.

Impact:

This objective will contribute to building capacities of all the institutions involved in carrying out regional development policy on the entire territory of the country. 
Accomplishment of this objective will offer a possibility to:

a) Local public authorities of level one and level two to be trained in the field of national regional development policy;

b) Members of the National Coordination Council for Regional Development and the Regional Development Council to improve their knowledge in the field of European policies in regional development;

c) Local public administration authorities to obtain abilities to develop their own social and economic development strategies taking into account the national policies in the field;

d) Potential beneficiaries and applicants of regional development projects to know the financing rules and principles of the National Fund for Regional Development, to obtain skills of applying to international development funds;

e) Potential applicants to obtain skills of implementing regional development projects independently;

f) Local public administration authorities to be ready and willing to associate (partner) within implementation and further management of regional development projects;

g) Newly created institutions in the regions to be functional, while members of representative structures to be fully engaged in the process of regional development policy implementation;

h) Private and associative sector to participate actively in the process of carrying out the regional development policy; 

i) Citizens of the regions to have an adequate perception as a result of implementation of regional development projects and programs; 

Objective 4. To reduce significant local, inter- and intra-regional disparities 

Reduction of disparities in the regions is still a specific objective of the regional development policy correlated with the provisions of the relevant EU policies. Accomplishment of this objective implies certain procedures related to: development of regional statistics, application of specific analysis instruments, such as deprivation index for small areas.
Mechanisms and instruments to accomplish this objective are proposed as follows: 

a) Clustering – a process of geographical concentration of territories, localities, services carried out in various interconnected areas established between the institutions associated in a certain field; 

b) Territorial observatory – representing the structures meant to collect and analyse all the relevant data on social and economic evolution of territories to offer feasible knowledge about the evolution, specificity and interrelations of the latter;
c) Inter-municipal cooperation that will directly and indispensably favour encouragement and promotion of active contribution on the part of regional and local actors within the regional development policy;
d) Regionalization of public utility services – an imperative of time aimed at creating efficient service providing operators. At the same time, this will ensure consolidation of capacities of local authorities to monitor their activity efficiently; 

e) Public-private partnership in implementation of regional development projects. This instrument comes to compensate insufficiency of available funds of local public administration authorities, lack of specialized staff that would contribute to increasing the amount of attracted financial sources, or even impossibility to meet the conditions set by the eligibility criteria stipulated by operational programs.

A determining factor that will contribute to accomplishment of this objective will be “competitiveness” – determining instrument in the process of accessing national and international funds targeting implementation of development projects and programs.

Impact:

Accomplishment of activities under this objective will contribute to balanced development of localities, will condition reduction of disparities in intra- and inter-regional development, and will have a significant impact on increasing the living standards of the population. Thus, within 2013-2015, the following outcomes will be obtained:

In the field of water supply and sewerage, the following will be built:

· 246.21 km of water pipes;
· 18.96 km of sewerage networks;
· 2 reservoirs for drinking water accumulation;
· 4 water treatment stations.
· 300.6 thousand citizens from 67 localities will become beneficiaries.

In road infrastructure:

· 166.5 km of roads and 27 bridges will be renovated
· 10 bridges and 2 km of roads will be built
· 727.8 thousand inhabitants from 89 localities will become beneficiaries.

In the field of support to the private sector, 3 industrial parks will be established and the following created:

· a business incubator;
· agro-industrial infrastructure facilities;

· a free economic zone connected to the access infrastructure.
· 194 economic agents will become beneficiaries.

In environmental protection, the following outcomes will be obtained:

· Two regions will develop waste management strategies;
· 41 localities will be involved in the process of solid household waste management;
· 6 land-fills will be arranged for depositing/transporting waste;
· 574 thousand citizens will benefit from improved services.

In raising tourist attraction:

· Two touristic routes will be created;

· 17 touristic facilities and 5 recreational zones will be rehabilitated;

· A vacation zone and 64 tourist camps will be rehabilitated;

· 2 tourist sports complexes will be constructed.
Objective 5. To develop and promote integrated and participatory planning in the process of regional development 
The period of 2010-2012 in implementing the regional development policy gave a start to many regional projects aimed at solving problems especially related to rehabilitation of physical infrastructure (water/sewerage, roads etc.) and solid waste management. At the same time, many projects were fragmented, isolated and poorly coordinated with sectorial and territorial strategies. Previous experience showed the need to promote integrated and participatory planning in the regional development process, which is in full conformity with the EU practices. The Strategy stipulates certain integrated planning instruments – financial and institutional.

Table 3
Participatory Planning Concept 

	Sector
	National /Inter-ministerial Institutions
	Key Sources of Financing

	Water/Sewerage
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
· Local public administration authorities
At sector level:
· Ministry of Environment 
	· National Fund for Regional Development,
· local budget,
· Environmental Fund

	Solid Waste Management
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,

· Local public administration authorities

At sector level:
· Ministry of Environment
	· National Fund for Regional Development,

· local budget,

· Environmental Fund

	Energy Efficiency
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions 

At sector level:
· Ministry of Economy,
· Ministry of Environment, 

· Energy Efficiency Agency,
· Local public administration authorities 
	· National Fund for Regional Development,
· Environmental Fund
· Energy Efficiency Fund,
· Local budget

	Roads 
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions 

At sector level:
· Ministry of Transport and Road Infrastructure,
· Local public administration authorities 
	· National Fund for Regional Development,

· Road Fund,
· Local budget

	Business Development and Support (industrial and commercial services)
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
At sector level:
· Ministry of Economy,
· Local public administration authorities 
	· National Fund for Regional Development,

· local budget

	Tourism
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
At sector level:
· Tourism Agency 

· Ministry of Economy,
· Local public administration authorities 
	· National Fund for Regional Development,

· local budget 

	Rural Development 
	At regional level:
· Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions 

At sector level:
· Ministry of Economy,
· Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry,
· Local public administration authorities

	· National Fund for Regional Development,

· Fund for Agricultural Subsidies,
· local budget


Integrated and participatory planning facilitates the process of national and sectorial policy implementation at the level of development regions, which optimizes initiatives at the local level emerged based on development areas. For this purpose, inter-municipal and interregional cooperation models will be developed and implemented within the process of integrated regional development planning, respecting non-discriminatory and gender principles. Moreover, integrated planning at regional level will allow raising the quality of social and economic development plans and strategies for public administration authorities of level one and two by adjustment to the holistic vision of the regions’ development. 

The mechanisms and instruments necessary to accomplish this objective are as follows:

1) Inter-ministerial correlation of activities in the process of identification and selection of projects in the regions;

2) Use of the list of monitoring and evaluation indicators at the regional and national level of projects, programs, strategies, in accordance with the results of regional statistics implementation;

3) Application of integrated planning methodology and instructions;

4) Integrated regional planning;

5) Development of regional statistics and creation of a sustainable regional statistics record-keeping system.

Impact:

Successful accomplishment of this objective will have a significant impact on forming a common vision of all the actors engaged in the process of regional development policy implementation and will contribute to:

a) Improvement of the planning process, both at the national and regional level;

b) Inclusion of elements of sectorial policies in regional development projects; 

c) Integration of regional operational plans for water and sewerage sectors, solid waste management, energy efficiency of public buildings, roads;

d) Development of 90 investment project forms;

e) Avoidance of overlapping in activities aimed at fulfilment of set objectives;

f) Concentration of financial efforts in a coordinated and efficient manner;

g) Efficient and coordinated use of human resources and regional capacity by central and local public authorities;

h) Uniform approach of national and regional actors to the mechanism of objectives accomplishment.

V. Management of the Strategy Implementation Process 
5.1 Institutional Management 

Successful implementation of the Strategy supposes active participation of actors at the national and local level from both the public sector and the non-governmental sector, as well as good coordination of their activity. The body that ensures coordination of Strategy implementation at the national level is the National Coordination Council for Regional Development. 

The National Coordination Council for Regional Development is a functional structure established for the purpose of approving, promoting and accomplishing regional development policy objectives at the national level.

The National Coordination Council for Regional Development will take the entire range of activities to manage and monitor the process of regional development policy implementation in the Republic of Moldova.

The regional development policy implementation authority (Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions) is responsible for regional development in the country. The authority will promote and implement regional development policies, will inform the Government about all the regional development stages and will supervise the way the Strategy is implemented. The annual reports presented to the Government and the National Coordination Council for Regional Development will include an evaluation of implementation of the Strategy and the Single Programming Document made based on an aggregated analysis and monitoring data collected at the regional level.

The Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions is responsible for fulfilling the tasks stipulated by law and for carrying out the activities set out in the Strategy. 

At the same time, regional development councils will monitor and coordinate activities related to implementation of the regional development policy in their regions. At the regional level, the Regional Development Council will conduct carrying-out of programs and projects in the region. As a representative body, it will stimulate involvement of the civil society and the private sector in the process of accomplishing the objectives of the Strategy and will ensure the transparent nature of their implementation.

Regional development agencies will ensure coordination of implementation of the Strategy at regional level. The Regional Development Agency will monitor and evaluate the process of implementing programs and projects meant to ensure accomplishment of objectives of the Strategy in the development regions, will take measures to provide information, methodological and consultative support to local public administration authorities with regard to balanced and sustainable development of the regions.

5.2. Financial Management 

The financing needs of the regional development policy are major ones, while available public resources for its implementation are limited. Realizing this fact, the Strategy provides for a limited number of priorities that nevertheless have a major impact on the social and economic development of the regions as a result of their implementation. In this context, financing needs per priorities and established financing sources are calculated together with identification of projects to be included in the Single Programming Document.

In conformity with the provisions of the Law No.438-XVI of 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova, the main source of financing programs and projects aimed at accomplishing regional development objectives is the National Fund for Regional Development fed by annual allocations from the state budget as a separate item for regional development policy. 

The amount of the National Fund for Regional Development makes up 1% of incomes to the state budget approved by the law on state budget for the corresponding year. Other financial resources can be attracted to the Fund from the public and private sector at the local, regional, national and international level, including resources offered through assistance programs of the European Union.

The National Fund for Regional Development provides for resources for all the development regions. Distribution of the Fund’s resources is based on the principles of priority allocation of sources to disfavoured zones and localities with economic growth capacity. At the same time, allocation of resources depends on the conformity and quality of presented programs and projects.

The resources of the National Fund for Regional Development will keep targeting implementation of regional development projects and covering the operational costs of regional development institutions. At the same time, the Fund will provide for sources for priority activities of regional development agencies in order to facilitate implementation of the regional development policy: institutional development of agencies and regions’ capacity building, promotion of regional partnerships, provision of monitoring and evaluation of activities organized on the territory of development regions, creation of data bases and accumulation of support materials for launching projects in the priority development areas of the regions, promotion of regional development agencies, intra- and inter-regional information and communication.

One of the methods to attract resources for financing projects in development regions consists in supporting applicants by providing financial support from the National Fund for Regional Development, thus solving the problem of co-financing projects attracted from European sources.

Additionally, local public administration authorities are encouraged to allocate sources from their budgets to co-finance certain projects, especially within external assistance programs, where such co-financing is obligatory.

An important source of financing of regional development policy, as well as of programs and projects from the Single Programming Document will be assistance provided by external donors both through cooperation programs with the Government of the Republic of Moldova and through programs available for regional and local authorities. 

Trans-border cooperation programs suppose establishment of partnerships with actors from neighbouring states, as well as from the EU in implementation of some of the regions’ development projects and will become an important source of financing of the regional development policy.

The applied financing mechanisms can be realized both by feeding the National Fund for Regional Development and by direct financing of regional development projects. For this purpose, financing through accounts of regional development institutions will be provided for.

Mobilization of other sources by promotion of public and private partnerships for financing regional development priorities will make up an essential element of activities of regional development agencies and local public authorities of level one and two.

The instrument of promotion of public-private partnership in implementation of regional development projects comes to compensate insufficiency of funds available from local public administration authorities, lack of specialized staff that would contribute to increased level of attracted sources of financing, or even impossibility to meet the conditions imposed by the eligibility criteria set by external operational programs.

5.3. Monitoring and Evaluation
In order to consolidate the regional development process, it is essential to continuously improve the monitoring and evaluation system adjusted to all the corresponding levels (of this Strategy, of regional development strategies, as well as of projects) through specific indicators. General monitoring and evaluation system of the regional development policy is developed in a consequent manner providing for reporting on the key strategic planning documents at the national level. Along the evolution of the national monitoring and evaluation system, the monitoring elements of the Strategy will also evolve. 

The reporting process takes place by stages in order to ensure information hierarchization:

· Reporting on implementation of projects financed from the National Fund for Regional Development is done by the regional development agencies both to regional development councils and to the Ministry. Information on project implementation is accumulated in quarterly reports. Reports to the Ministry are presented every six months, in order to allow the General Directorate for Regional Development to draw up a semi-annual progress report on Strategy implementation. An annual report will be prepared by regional development agencies at the end of each financial year;
· Progress reports on implementation of this Strategy will be developed by the Ministry and will be presented semi-annually to the National Council and annually to the Government;
· Reporting with regard to the extent of the Action Plan realization on implementation of the National Strategy for Regional Development 2013-2015 is done by the Ministry. Also, the Ministry will report on the economic trends at the level of regions based on the information offered by the National Bureau of Statistics, in conformity with the Statistical Works Program approved annually by the Government. The Action Plan, in its turn, includes both qualitative and quantitative indicators. Qualitative indicators, which are mostly process indicators (e.g. if an action was taken or not) will be monitored by the Ministry. Quantitative indicators following progress in implementation of a single programming document will be developed based on information on projects presented by regional development agencies.

Efficiency in implementing objectives of this Strategy will be determined by carrying out the evaluation procedure developed based on a set of regional development indicators at the national level. In this context, the following measures will be taken:

An evaluation report will be developed with the support of all the actors involved in the process of Strategy implementation, at the same time ensuring transparency of the process; 

Evaluation reports will be presented to the National Coordination Council for Regional Development and the Government and published on the web pages of the Ministry and other engaged institutions. 

Regional development agencies will also conduct studies on the perception of regional councils in order to evaluate how local population perceives their activity and progress in implementation of this Strategy. The results of these studies will be presented as a component part of the quarterly report, as well as as an individual report to the Regional Development Council.

5.4. Transparency in Regional Development Policy Implementation 
Ensuring transparency in regional development policy implementation foresees constant update of web pages of the Ministry and of the Regional Development Agency, continuous monitoring of all the events carried out in regional development, participation in expositions, permanent cooperation with the media, etc.

The monitoring and evaluation system is also essential for offering information and a clear picture of the way, in which programs fulfil the objectives and in terms of equal chances between women and men.

Taking into account the lessons learned from implementation of the 2010-2012 Strategy, monitoring and evaluation methodology will be developed:

· regional statistics developed; 

· the list of project, regional and national indicators reviewed;

· project impact assessment methodology developed; 

· monitoring and evaluation findings dissemination ensured by posting the information on the web pages of the Ministry and regional development agencies, by periodic newsletters.

Ensuring transparency of monitoring and evaluation in implementation of the regional development policy will result in increased responsibility of the actors involved in the corresponding field, will condition undertaking of efficient measures to correct the activities that do not correspond to the policy, and will offer possibility to examine the dynamics of social and economic development processes in the regions.  
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Action Plan on
Implementation of the National Strategy for Regional Development 2013-2015

	No.


	Action
	Sources of Financing and Implementation Costs, thou lei
	Due Date
	Institutions in Charge
	Progress Indicators 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	State Budget
	Assistance of Development Partners
	Uncovered Sources
	
	
	


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Objective 1:   To improve the legal and regulatory framework for regional development 
	

	1.1.
	Amendments and addenda to the Law No.438-XVI dated 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova   
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2013
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions 
	Draft Law adopted

	1.2.
	Adjustment of the legislative framework for territorial planning with the regional development policies of the Republic of Moldova 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2013
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	Legislative framework adjusted

	1.3.
	Amendments and addenda to the Government’s Decision No.127 dated 8 February 2008 “On the measures to implement the Law No.438-XVI dated 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova” 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	Draft Government’s Decision approved

	1.4.
	Establishment of the institutional framework for implementation of the regional development policy in the development regions of Chisinau, Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia and Transnistria
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	Three regional development commissions created 
Three regional development agencies created 

	1.5.
	Update of the Operational Manual on application of resources of the National Fund for Regional Development and presentation of modification proposals 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, 
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Operational Manual on application of resources of the National Fund for Regional Development updated 

	1.6.
	Update of the Operational Manual of the Regional Development Agency 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	Operational Manual of the Regional Development Agency updated

	1.7.
	Development of a mechanism for assessing the impact of the National Strategy for Regional Development 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,  
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Impact assessment mechanism approved

	1.8.
	Adjustment of provisions of the regional development policy of the Republic of Moldova to the EU provisions
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	Draft on amendments and addenda to the Law No.438-XVI dated 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova  adjusted
Draft on amendments and addenda to the Government’s Decision No.127 dated 8 February 2008 “On measures to implement the Law No.438-XVI dated 28 December 2006 on regional development in the Republic of Moldova” adjusted

	Objective 2:   To support sustainable development of the regions and to ensure a polycentric urban system 

	2.1.
	Development of a Program on implementation of the public policy: Balanced Urban Development
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2013
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	Program on implementation of the public policy: Balanced Urban Development in the Republic of Moldova  approved

	2.2.
	Adjustment of sector policy documents with the provisions of the public policy: Balanced Urban Development in the Republic of Moldova  
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions 


	Six policy documents adjusted

	Objective 3: To build the capacity of regional development institutions in all the regions of the country 

	3.1.
	Development of annual regional development training plans 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	Annually
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, 

North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Three annual regional development training programs approved 

	3.2.
	Strengthening capacities of the actors engaged in the regional development policy implementation process 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, 

North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	105 people trained
45 events held 

	3.3.
	Arrangement of experience exchange by organization of study visits for the staff of the Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, Regional Development Agency, and for members of the Regional Development Council and the National Coordination  Council for Regional Development 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions
	50 participants 



	3.4.
	Promotion of the regional development policy by including it in the curricula of higher education institutions 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2013
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
State Chancellery,
Ministry of Education, 

Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Republic of Moldova 
	Three education institutions engaged 

Three curricula updated 

	3.5.
	Organization of awareness raising campaigns on implemented regional development projects 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	150 activities carried out

	Objective 4:  Reduction of local disparities, inter- and intra-regional

	4.1.
	Development of an analytical study on the degree and causes of inter- and intra-regional disparities
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies, 
National Bureau of Statistics 
	Study developed

	4.2.
	Implementation of the Single Programming Document to reduce inter- and intra-regional disparities
	625 mil lei
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,  

North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	61 projects implemented

	4.3.
	Identification of the regions’ development needs 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,  
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Three needs assessment reports 

	4.4.
	Institutionalization of the territorial observatory  
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,  
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	4 functional subdivisions

	  4.5.
	Development of methodology to create and develop pilot clusters in regional development 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Economy,
Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
Ministry of Environment
	Methodology developed and approved


	4.6.
	Creation of public utility services 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
State Chancellery,
Ministry of Environment,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies
	10 public utility services created

	4.7.
	Development of mechanisms to extend partnerships, including public-private, in order to ensure sustainability of economic development and competitiveness 

	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
Ministry of Economy,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Mechanism developed and approved

	4.8.
	Development of criteria for inter-municipal cooperation within regional development policy
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Guide on cooperation criteria developed 

	Objective 5. To develop and promote integrated and participative planning in regional development process

	5.1.
	Facilitation of update/development of strategic planning documents of administrative-territorial units
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
State Chancellery
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Six documents of administrative-territorial units updated 

	5.2.
	Development of a Joint Plan of Activities on correlation of sector and national policies 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	Q II, 2014
	State Chancellery,  
Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, 
Ministry of Environment,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Joint Plan of Activities on correlation of sector and national policies developed

	5.3.
	Development of a system of monitoring and evaluation indicators for projects, programmes and strategic planning documents, regional and national, in accordance with the results of regional statistics implementation 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Set of regional development indicators developed 

	5.4.
	Development of annual Strategy implementation plans 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Three annual plans on NSRD implementation approved

	5.5.
	Development of methodology and instructions on integrated regional planning 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,
State Chancellery
	Methodology and instructions developed and approved 

	5.6.
	Development of integrated regional plans 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2014
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, 

State Chancellery,
North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	Three integrated regional operational plans approved 

	5.7.
	Development of reports on the results of implementation of projects, regional development policy at the regional and national level 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions, 

North, Centre and South  regional development agencies 
	18 reports developed

	5.8.
	Organization of a call for project proposals with inter-ministerial correlation of activities in the process of identification and selection of projects in the regions 
	Within the limits of the approved budget
	
	
	2015
	Ministry of Regional Development and Constructions,  

State Chancellery,
Ministry of Economy,
Ministry of Finance,
Ministry of Environment,
Ministry of Transport and Road Infrastructure, Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry
	1 call for project proposals organized 
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